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Friends Of Strays  

PO Box 315  

2845 North Main Street  

Princeton, Illinois 61356  

(815) 872 -PETS (7387)  

www.friendsofstraysshelter.org  

 

 

Upcoming Events  

8/15 ð Bark in the Park 

8/21 ð Lunch in the Park 

8/22 ð Cookout at Sullivanõs 

8/22 ð Desserts at Hennepin  

Pig Roast 

 

Open Hours  

Tuesday & Wednesday: 

1:00 p. - 4:00 p.  

Thursday: 1:00 p. - 4:00 p.  

Friday: 1:00 p. - 3:00 p.  

Saturday: 9:00 a. - 1:00 p. 

Sunday & Monday: Closed 

Or call 815-872-7387 

for an appointment!  

 

Monthly Meeting  

August 17, 6:30 p.m. 

September 21, 6:30 p.m. 

We hope to see you there! 

 

PetSmart Dates  

East Peoria  

September 21 through September 27 

October 19 through October 25 

Davenport  

September 21 through October 8 

Peoria  

October 3 and October 4  

Kittens and Puppies Baby Shower 

Each year, Friends of Strays hosts 

a Kitten and Puppy Baby 

Shower.  These events generate 

essential donations of items like 

receiving blankets, Kitten Milk 

Replacer (KMR), cozy puppy 

beds, and financial 

support to pay for  

the many things  

the Shelter uses to  

ready a kitten or  

puppy for adopt - 

ion.  Kittens and  

puppies, especially orphaned 

babies and babies born to a mom 

cat or dog who has been 

malnourished, nearly always need 

nutritional support, medicines and 

special care.  All will eventually 

require spay/neuter surgeries and 

vaccinations. 

  

This year, just since Mother's Day, 

the Shelter has taken on the 

responsibility to care for 15 

puppies, 90 orphaned kittens, and 

12 nursing mom cats and their 

combined total of  53 kittens.   

Of the nursing mom cats, 9 

developed mastitis, a painful 

bacterial condition in the 

mammary glands requiring the 

kittens to be bottle -fed.  All of 

these new babies, the special 

needs of the moms and the huge 

influx of adult animals taken in 

due to the economy and 

foreclosures have stretched our  

volunteer staff.  The animals are  

               our priority, and as a  

               result, we simply could  

               not manage to hold our  

               Annual Kitten and 

               Puppy Shower.  That 

               said, the needs of these 

               babies still must be met, 

and, to that end, we are asking 

for donations to cover just the 

cost of the spay/neuter surgeries 

for the puppies and kittens.  Your 

donation will be a very real and 

essential part of the humane work 

we all support.  

  

A donation in the amount of $45. 

will cover the surgery for one 

male puppy; FOS is now caring 

for 7 male puppies; a donation in 

the amount of $55. will cover the 

surgery of one female  

puppy; the Shelter is now  

caring for 8 female  

puppies. 

  

(continued on page 2) 
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  (continued from page 1) 

A donation in the 

amount of $20. will 

cover the surgery for 

one male kitten; right 

now, the Shelter is 

caring for 64 male 

kittens.  A donation in 

the amount of $40. will 

cover the spay surgery 

for one female kitten; 

the Shelter is currently 

caring for 79 female 

kittens. 

  

We are very aware that 

the economic hardships 

that we hear about 

every day on the news 

are happening in homes 

everywhere and quite 

possibly in your 

home.  We know that 

in our region, people 

are out of work, 

struggling to keep their 

families fed, and a roof 

over their heads. 

Donations are 

dramatically down, and 

the financial need at the 

Shelter is very great.  If 

you can possibly help 

these puppies and 

kittens with a donation, 

we would be very 

grateful. Photos of a few 

of the kittens and 

puppies are included in 

this newsletter. 

Donations are tax-

deductible, and can be 

made via PayPal, credit 

card, check or cash. 

 



 

Page 3                                                                                    Friends Of Strays July/August  2009 

Newsletter  

How We First Met  

Some of you may recall the story of Jossi, an 

abandoned puppy who has become quite a 

sensation in the agility world.  If you 

attended the Shelterõs ArtéWell-Groomed 

park event in 2008, you may have seen Jossi 

run her agility course, and may have met 

Handler, Katrina Horwath, the other part of 

the òteam.ó  Here is the update of Jossiõs 

career.  Jossi and Katrina teach obedience 

and agility in Princeton. 

When Jossi came into my life she 

was scared.  She was thrown from a 

car window on the interstate in a 

blizzard.  She was only three weeks-

old -- a tiny Border Collie.  She has 

changed my life in more ways than 

I could ever have dreamed. 

When she was old enough, I 

enrolled Jossi in obedience classes 

and was immediately impressed 

with how quickly she learned.  She 

would discover what I wanted her 

to do and then complete it every 

time.  Obedience was effortless so 

instead we spent time together 

working with the horses.  She 

learned by herself to bring the 

horses from pasture. 

When Jossi was six months-old and 

bored with farm adventures, we 

began agility training.  Jossi was 

never afraid of any obstacles and 

never refused to do them.  She just 

assumed that doing them for me 

was her job.  The problem began 

when we worked off leash.  I 

realized that she was unsure of 

herself.  When Jossi was off leash, 

she became afraid.   It wasn't a fear 

of the obstacles -- it was a fear of 

letting me down.  I watched as my 

normally confident dog was 

reduced to scratching and shaking 

because she didn't know how to do 

this job.  I tried to encourage her, 

but nothing worked.  

We started over -- one obstacle at a 

time, and then things started 

coming together.  

Jossi began  

running with me,  

off  leash, without  

fear.  In fact, she  

started to smile -- 

with her eyes,  

her body and her spirit.  She began 

to get faster and more accurate and 

we were once again, a team. 

Then, in an accident, Jossi tore a 

muscle and shattered a bone in her 

back right knee.  She was on limited 

mobility for 6 months and in 

physical therapy for another 2 

before she could compete.   During 

her recuperation, Jossi was sad, and 

it reminded me of the scared little 

puppy I held in my arms so many 

years ago.  I realized that Jossi 

missed our agility teamwork.  When 

we competed again, I was thankful 

for every run she gave me and she 

ran full of joy.  We competed only 

4 months, but managed to qualify 

for nationals because Jossi made 

every run count with accuracy and 

speed.  We ranked above teams 

who had been competing the entire 

year.   I know that Jossi ran every 

course for me.  We would finish a 

run and she would look up at me 

and her eyes would say, òI did that 

right didn't I, Mom.ó  I have never 

before had a dog who is so willing 

to please.   She is the greatest dog I 

have ever had. 

At the 2008 UKC Nationals, held 

on June 11 ð 14, 2009, we ran 

because we were just happy to be 

there running together.  From the 

best dogs in all the U.S. and 

Canada, Jossi placed top 4 in 10 of 

15 runs and placed 5
th 

in two others.  

She qualified in 14 of 15 runs, an 

extraordinary achievement and an 

extraordinary joy!  

                         Don't Lick the 

                         Dog by Wendy 

                        Wahman ð a 

                        lively picture 

                        book that 

teaches good people behavior 

around dogs.  Well thought out 

tips.  Great information for 

kids...and grown-ups, too.  

  

Tiger Pups by  

Tom and Allie  

Harvey ð  

based on a  

true story  

about  

orphaned white Bengal tiger  

babies and their foster mom, 

Isabella, a Golden Retriever.  

This heartwarming and 

remarkable tale is told in both 

pictures and words. 

Family Reading 

The Friends of Strays new web 

address is:  

www.friendsofstraysshelter.org  

  

Visit us.  The website changes 

almost daily as pets 

are adopted and new pets 

arrive at the Shelter, so check 

back often.  As time permits, 

we are adding pet photos and 

videos as well as posting new 

FOS event information.   

When you visit the site, if 

something does not display for 

you, we would most appreciate 

hearing about it.  Please report 

any difficulties to: 

brittany@frien dsofstraysshelter.org  

New Website -- 

We've Moved!  
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As a fundraiser, the Shelter will 

offer "Arf Work," packages to 

visitors.  Dogs, with the 

encouragement of their persons, 

will create their own 

masterpiece using non-toxic, 

dog-safe paints on canvases. For 

an additional donation,  

 

volunteers will video -record the 

artist creating the artwork, and 

will provide a DVD of the 

recording. The Shelter will also 

raffle three framed pieces of art, 

created by FOS dogs, and will 

sell items from the FOS gift 

shop, including the FOS 

exclusive "Hope" bracelet. 

So plan to bring your dogs and 

their artistic talents!  A òone-of-

a-kindó event for your òone-of-

a-kindó dog! 

On 8/15, join us at Washington 

Park, in Ottawa, Illinois, for 

"Bark in the Park," an event that 

brings together all things "dog," 

from groomers and shelters to 

trainers and vendors, each 

offering canine services and fun 

activities ð   8:00 a.m. to noon.  

At the Friends of Strays booth, 

visitors will be able to view 

photos of the Shelter's current 

ready-to-adopt canine residents. 

Weõll be ready to answer your 

questions about the dogs. 

Bark in the Park 

FOS needs volunteers to help 

make the Sullilvan's Cookout 

and Lunch in the Park events a 

success.  No training necessary -- 

just a smile!  These are fun 

events that raise needed funds 

for the Shelter.  Call Bev at 815- 

925-7251.  Bev manages all of 

these events; she sets up, works 

the event, tears down, and does 

a good deal of the delicious 

baking.  Call Bev and let her 

know youõll help. 

Event Volunteers 

Needed 

 

 

The dachshund is one of the 

oldest dog breeds in history 

(dating back to ancient Egypt.) 

The name comes from one of its 

earliest uses - hunting badgers. In 

German, Dachs means "badger," 

Hund is "hound." 

 

Couch Potato No More  

wall; move the mirror to move 

the image.  Finally, use any 

household tape to fasten a few 

craft feathers to a 36ó piece of 

lightweight cotton clothesline.  

Encourage your cat to chase the 

feathers; finish with a rolly toy.  

              Dogs enjoy sharing  

              toys with people.  This  

              is a great time to teach 

              the ògiveó command.   

              Have a tiny special  

              food treat handy.  

              Offer your dog a  

              favorite toy, but hold  

              one end while your 

dog mouths the other end.  

After a few moments, ask your 

dog to ògive;ó as soon as she 

releases the toy, reward with the 

treat.  Repeat once, then again 

at the next two commercial 

breaks. 

Fourth breakétop of the 

hourétime to go òout.ó 

In the 1960õs, a typical hour-long 

American  TV show ran 51 

minutes;  today, an òhouró 

program runs only 42 minutes  

and commercial minutes have 

doubled.   Viewers watching 3 

hours of TV today are spending 

nearly an hourõs worth of time 

on commercials.  

Take advantage of your 

TV remoteõs òmuteó  

button, and make those 

 breaks into fun,  

interactive time with  

your pet.  

Most cats adore open paper 

grocery bags.  Tear a tiny 

opening in the bottom of the 

bag and lay the bag on its side.  

Fish a strip of scrap fleece fabric 

through the tear.  By now, most 

cats are already in the bag.  

Slowly, pull the fleece out of the 

hole.  Next break, take a hand 

mirror and let it reflect light on a 
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FOS Shopping List  

 

Fancy Feast dry and canned 

ground cat food  

 

Friskies, 9-Lives, Whiskas ground 

canned cat food 

 

Pedigree canned and dry dog 

food  

 

Baby food ð beef, turkey, chicken 

 

C and D size batteries 

 

6 volt square lantern batteries 

 

Safe-Cat brand cat collars 

 

Laundry Detergent 

 

39 gallon garbage bags 

 

Water-packed canned tuna 

Adoptions ! 

In June, 9 cats and 9 dogs 

were adopted. 

In July, 19 cats and 8 dogs  

were adopted. 

Thank you for giving them  

loving homes. 

 

 

 

Recycling Helps FOS  

Please save aluminum cans, printer 

cartridges and cell phones for 

FOS.  All can be recycled, and 

earn money for the Shelter.  In 

fact, since beginning our own 

Shelter recycling program, we 

have seen a jump in the cash we 

receive from the recycler.  Trash 

for cash!  Help our planet, and all 

the animals at FOS. 

You Are Hope 

with the cats are an assortment 

of toys and photos of the cats as 

kittens. 

 

Heartbreaking?  Yes, but Friends 

of Strays volunteers don't dwell 

on those feelings.  Friends of 

Strays focuses on HOPE...hope  

           supported by hard work  

           and commitment to  

           restoring the bodies and 

           spirits of abandoned, 

           neglected and abused 

           pets. The Shelter is not a  

           sad place; it is a place 

           where hope begins.  

           You are that hope. 

           The need is very 

great. Please join us.  Call 

Bonnie at 815-872-7387 or 

complete our on-

line application at: 

www.friendsofstraysshelter.org  

Make hope possible for the 

animals who desperately need 

the safety and comfort of FOS. 

The familiar car drives away, 

and the once family pet is left 

abandoned on a gravel back 

road, in a vacant, foreclosed 

house, at animal control, or in 

countless other circumstances all 

with death looming nearby.  

  

This note was left with  

a dog who was tied to  

the fence outside  

Friends of Strays.  The 

note said, "Bowser,  

7yrs, English Bull dog. 

I can't take care of  

him.  Good boy."    

  

On another day, in the  

same week, an FOS  

volunteer hangs up the phone 

and rushes to the back door of 

the building having been advised 

by a caller that pet taxis were 

outside.  Sure enough, three 

bewildered adult cats are found, 

abandoned with a note that 

says, "Please love them."  Along  

 

 

Cats see 6 times 

better than a 

human at night. 


